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WORLD  WOOL  PROSPECTS 


Prices 


Trade  and  Consumption 


Supply 


Summary 


A  marked  improvement  in  trade  sentiment  and  some  improvement  in  the 


volume  of  "business  has  resulted  in  a  material  recovery  in  world  wool  prices 


since  the  low  point  reached  in  January.     The  announcement  of  the  early  clos- 
ing of  the  London  sales  and  the  holding  of  wool  off  the  market  were  factors 
of  importance  in  starting  the  recovery,  but  increased  activity  especially 
by  British  and  Japanese  buyers  has  helped  maintain  the  improvement.  The 
large  exports  from  the  Southern  Hemisphere  and  a  realization  that  offerings 
in  those  countries  will  be  reduced  are  factors  which  will  continue  to  support 
the  market.     Sustained  improvements  in  world  trade,  however,  are  likely  to 
be  gradual  rather  than  sudden. 

The  volume  of  business  on  the  Boston  wool  market  expanded  during  January 
especially  during  the  latter  half  of  the  month  when  considerable  quantities 
of  wool  were  moved.    Prices  continued  to  decline  during  the  month,  however, 
but  not  nearly  so  rapidly  as  at  London.     Fine  merino  wools  were  relatively 
scarce  and  prices  held  much  steadier  than  prices  for  crossbred' wools.  In 
February  firmer  prices  in  the  foreign  primary  markets  resulted  in  a  strengthen- 
ing in  prices  at  Boston  and  the  market  remained  fairly  active  throughout 
the  month. 

A  rapid  recovers'-  in  prices  during  the  final  weeks  of  the  first  series 
of  the  1S31  London  wool  sales  resulted  in  closing  quotations  which  were  only 
5  to  10  per  cent  below  the  December  closing  levels  and  a  more  optimistic 
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attitu.de  soon  prevailed  in  all  centers.     Prices  in  the  primary  markets 
have  shown  a  gradual  upward  trend  since  the  beginning  of  February  and  com- 
petition remained  keen  through  the  month.    Makers  of  tops  and  yarn  in 
Bradford  increased  their  quotations  during  February,  although  users  appear 
to  have  covered  their  requirements  and  during  the  last  half  of  the  month 
there  was  little  responsive  buying.    An  improvement  in  business  has  been 
apparent  in  Continental  Europe  since  the  end  of  January,  and  toward  the  end 
of  February  mill  activity  showed  a  slight  improvement  in  all  continental 
centers. 

Imports  of  wool  into  the  United  States  are  materially  lower  than  they 
were  a.  year  ago  although  they  are  making  some  sea.sonal  increase.  Consumption 
of  combing  and  clothing  wool  in  the  United  States  was  19  per  cent  less  in 
1930  than  in  1929.    For  the  month  of  December,  consumption  by  reporting  mills 
amounted  to  22,000,000  pounds  which  was  10  per  cent  less  than  in  December  1929. 

The  revised  estimate  of  United  Sta.tes  wool  production  for  1930  shows 
a  clip  of  336,000,000  pounds  compared  with  311,000,000  in  1929,  an  increase 
of  3  per  cent.    Production  of  pulled  wool  in  1930  was  62,000,000  pounds  com- 
pared with  only  54.5  million  in  1929,  raising  the  total  wool  production  in  the 
United  States  in  1930  to  398,000,000  pounds,  an  increase  of  9  per  cent  over 
1929.     The  revision  in  the  United  States  estimate  brings  the  total  far 
fifteen  countries  reporting  so  far  for  1930,  to  2,654,000,000  pounds,  an  in- 
crease of  1.5  per  cent  over  1929.    Production  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere  was 
about  the  same  in  1930  as  in  1929  but  less  than  the  high  figure  reaehed  in  1928. 

Small  apparent  supplies  of  wool  were  carried  over  into  the  second 
part  of  the  current  season  in  the  five  principal  Southern  Hemisphere  countries 
than  during  the  two  preceding  seasons  due  to  rapid  disposals  of  the  present 
clip  in  Australia,  Argentina  and  Uruguay.     Disposals  of  new  clip  wool  in  the 
Union  of  South  Africa  and  Hew  Zealand  to  the  beginning  of  January,  however, 
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were  "below  last  year. 

Prices;  Domestic' 

The  turn  of  the  year  "brought  new  hope  to  wool  men  in  the  Boston  market. 
AH  during  the  period  since  Labor  Bay,  developments  in  the  wool  market  had 
been  marked  by  a  series  of  disappointments.     The  seasonal  increase  in  the 
needs  of  mills  was  much,  smaller  during  the  last  quarter  of  1930  than  had 
been  anticipated  and  instead  of  strengthening  prices,  a,  steady  decline  took 
place  right  up  to  the  very  last  week  of  the  year. 

With  this  period  of  unfulfilled  hopes  and  declining  prices  behind  them, 
wool  men  began  to  feel  that  surely  January  would  mark  the  turning  point.  In 
support  of  their  forecasts  they  pointed  to  the  drastically  curtailed  con- 
sumption of  wool ' during  the  second  half  of  1930  and  figured  that  with  con- 
sumption of  raw  wool. low.,  the  already  greatly  reduced  stocks  of  cloth  on 
hand  were  n earing  a  point  where  replacement  would  soon  be  necessary.  Beclines 
in  wool  prices,  they. felt,  had  gone  so  far  that  further  serious  drops  were 
not  likely.    Hopes  were  realized  only  partially,  however, 

The  volume  of  business, in  the  wool  market  did  expand  during  January. 
Sales  began  to  increase  somewhat  during  the  first  ten  days  of  the  month  and 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  month  business  expanded  quite  appreciably,  but 
prices  continued  to  decline.    Reports  of  the  drastic  decline  at  London 
appeared  to  have  little  effect  upon  the  volume  of  business.     Purchases  were' 
confined  to  covering  orders  for  goods,  or  contracts  for  semi-manufactured 
products,  and  the  sales  went  through  with  apparently  little  hesitation  that 
might  be  attributed  to  the  unexpectedly  sharp  decline  in  London  opening 
prices.     Domestic  prices  did  not  react  immediately  to  the  new  level  of  values 
at  London,  but  before  the  close  of  the  month,  downward  readjustments  of 
prices  took  place  in  sympathy  with  the  London  decline. 

The  bulk  of  .the  movement  of  domestic  wools  suitable  for  worsted  pur- 
poses was  confined  largely  to  53s,  60s  and  finer  grades.     The  movement,  fur- 
thermore, was  restricted  in  large  degree  to  western  grown  wools  owing  to 
the  small  offerings  of  Fleeces  of  either  58s,  60s  or  64s  and  finer  grades. 
On  56s,  there  was  a  very  moderate  sale  of  Territory  lines,  but  only  a  sampl- 
ing business  was  transacted  on  Fleeces  of  this  quality.     Domestic  wools  of 
43s,  50s  grades,  for  the  most  part,  were  very  quiet  except  for  occasional 
inquiries  and  a,  few  desultory  bids  considerably  under  prevailing  quotations. 
Little  interest  was  attached  to  the  46s  and  lower  grades  of  domestic  wools 
as  very  few  offerings,  and  those  very . small  ones,  were  made. 

Sales  of  64s  end  finer  western  grown  wools  included  a  wide  assort- 
ment of  graded  and  original  bag  wools.    A  number  of  sales  were  closed  on 
Strictly  Combing  wool  of  this  grade  at  68-71  cents,  scoured  basis,  early  in 
the  month,  but  later  at  65-68  cents.  Demand  for  this  class  of  graded  Fine 
Territory  wools  Was  stimulated  to  seme  extent  by  the  scarcity  of  good 
Strictly  Combing  Ohio  and  similar  Fleeces  of  64s  and  finer  qualities.  Prices 
of  the  latter  wools  moved  against  the -general  trend  of  the  market  in  January, 
when  limited  quantities  were  sold  at  a  slight  advance  over  the  December  high 
point.    French  Combing  64s  and  finer  Territory  wools  continued  to  decline 
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in  spite  of  a  fair  volume  of  sales*    Prices  declined  from  63-67  cents, 
scoured  "basis,  to  60-63  cents.    Graded  Clothing  wools  of  simikar  qualities 
declined  about  2  cents,  scoured  "basis,  closing  at  58-60  cents. 

Original  "bag  lines  of  western  grown  Fine  wools  moved  quite  freely 
during  the  latter  part  of  January*  although  prices  at  the  close  of  the  month 
had  declined  to  about  2  cents,  scoured  "basis,  below  the  December  level.  The 
best  lines  containing  a  fair  amount  of  Strictly  Combing  staple  along  with 
bulk  good  French  Combing  wools  sold  mostly  at  62-63  cents,  scoured  basis. 
Average  lines  realized  60-61  cents,  scoured  basis,  for  wools  of  principally 
French  Combing.  Short  wools  of  64s  and  finer  qualities  in  original  bag  lines 
containing  bulk  Clothing  and  short  French  Combing  staple  sold  mostly  at 
57-59  cents,  scoured  basis.     Clean-up  lots  sold  in  some  cases  below  these 
ranges  in  the  middle  of  January  when  prices  were  weakest  but  when  demand  in- 
creased later  in  the  month,  prices  stiffened  and  sizable  offerings  moved 
freely  at  the  firmer  prices.     Some  business  was  transacted  on  tv/elve  months 
Texas  wools  at  67-68  cents,  scoured  basis.,  for  the  best  lines. 

IText  in  importance  with  relation  to  volume  were  the  58s,  60s  Territory 
wools.     Prices  were  fairly  steady  at  .about  the  end  of  December  levels  during 
the  first  half  of  January,  but  volume  was  only  moderate  until  asking  prices 
•were  marked  down.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  wools  of  58s,  60s 
qualities  were  fairly  active  with  the  bulk  of  the  sales  being  consummated 
at  60-53  cents  for  Strictly  Combing  wools  and  58-60  cents  for  French  Combing 
staple.     The  business  on  Fleeces  of  58s,  60s  qualities  was  quite  limited 
owing  to  the  few  offerings  of  really  good  wools.    Because  of  this  scarcity, 
quotations  were  stead;/  throughout  the  month  as  the  available  offerings  were 
held  back  to  supply  a  possible  specialty  demand.    Little  business  was  closed 
on  these  wools  ofter  the  first  half  of  the  month. 

Demand  was  very  slow  for  both  Fleece  and  Territory  wools  of  56s  and 
48s,  50s  grades.    Most  of  the  business  on  these  lines  was  for  sampling  pur- 
poses although  in  the  case  of  56s  Territory  wools  a  limited  outlet  for 
moderate  quantities  was  found  during  the  latter  part  of  January.     Interest  in 
sample  lots  of  ail  these  lines,  however,  was  much  broader  than  luring  the 
previous  months.    Quotations  worked  steadily  lower  throughout  January  and 
•there  was  no  free  movement  on  any  of  the  lines  even  at  the  lower  level  of 
quotations  prevailing  at  the  close  of  the  month. 

Quotations  on  46s  and  lower  domestic  wools  were  unchanged  but  nominal 
daring  J  anue.ry . ' 

The  volume  of  business  on  woolen  wools  was  quite  large  as  compared 
with  the  hand-to-mouth  buying  that  had  prevailed  for  severed  previous  months. 
A  stronger  inquiry  was  noticeable  soon  -after  the  turn  of  the  year  and  some 
business  in  fairly  large  volume  resulted.    The  scoured  Clothing  shorn  wools 
moved  to-  some  extent,  but  the  palled  wools  comprised  the  bulk  of  the 
business  on  woolen  wools.    Nevertheless,  prices  on  all  grades  of  pulled 
wools,  except  Choice  AAs,  declined  around  2  cents. 

The  IToil  market  experienced  a  rather  sharp  turn  during  January.  From 
a  situation  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  wherein  noils  were  not  wanted  and 
values  had  no  established  basis,  there  developed  a  fairly  active  market - 
coming  first  on  56s  and  48s,  50s  qualities  and  widening  to  include  the  finer 
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graces  at  firm  to  rising  prices  before  the  Close  of  January. 

Buyers  of  Tops  manifested  less  of  the  conservatism  that  accompanied 
their  activities  during  the  last  quarter  of  1930.     In  some  cases,  sizable 
contracts  for  future  delivery  were  placed.     The  largest  volume  of  business 
since  September  was  transacted  by  some  houses.    The  increased  volume  of 
business,  however,  did  not  check  the  decline  in  prices,    From  a  range  of 
asking  prices  of  92-93  cents,  with  a  trading  basis  at  91-92  cents,  prices 
declined  to  88-91  cents  with  only  a  few  of  the  choice  offerings  of  84s, 
oil  combed  tops,  firm  at  the  maximum  figure  at  the  close  of  January*  Dry 
combed  64s  of  short  staple  declined  from  87-88  cents  to  84-85  cents.  The 
bulk  of  tiie  business  was  on  64s  tops  although  a  fey/  orders  of  moderate  size 
were  secured  on  60s  and  58s.     Prices  on  60s  in  oil  declined  from  85-38 
cents  to  80-84  cents,  and  on  58s  from  82-83  cents  to  around  75  cents.  The 
outlet  for  56s  was  limited  at  68-72  cents,  declining  2-3  cents.  Demand 
was  very  slow  on  50s  with  quotations  easing  4  or  5  cents  to  60-63  cents. 
Deliveries  increased  substantially  over  the  previous  month. 


f/ool:     Price  per  pound  at  Boston  on  specified  dates, 

1929  -  1931 


Grade 

!  1929-30 

'    .  1930-31 

:Dec.  14 

Jan.  18 

:Feb.  lo 

;Dec.  13 

•Jan.  17 

"Feb.  14 

Cents 

:  Cents 

:  Cents 

Cents 

Cents 

:  Cents 

64s,  70s,  80s  (fine) 

Strictly  combine 

Ohio  and  similar 

grease  . 

34-35 

:  34-35 

:  33-34 

29-30 

:  29-30 

:  29-31 

Fleece  scoured  basis 

:  83-85 

•  82-84 

78-81 

:  73-74 

:  70-73 

70-75 

Territory    11  " 

83-85 

82-84 

78-30 

:  72-74 

:  68-71 

65-68 

58s,  60s  (h  blood)  : 

Strictly  combing 

Ohio  end  similar 

grease 

:       41  : 

38-39 

36-37 

:  29-30 

•  28-29 

28-29 

Fleece  scoured  basis 

.  83-85 

:  79-82 

75-78 

63-67 

61-63  : 

61-63 

Territory    11        11  ; 

83-85 

79-82 

75-78 

■  65-70 

62-65 

60-63 

56s  (3/8  blood) 

Strictly  combing  j 

Ohio  end  similar  j 

grease- 

'  41-42  : 

39-40. 

36-37 

28-29 

27-28  : 

25-26 

Fleece  scoured  basis 

78-81 

72-77  : 

67-69 

•  52-55  : 

50-53  • 

46-49 

Territory    "  " 

•  81-83 

75-78. 

68-71  • 

.  57-60  : 

55-58  : 

51-53. 

46s  (low  %  blood) 

Strictly  combine; 

Ohio  and  similar 

38-39 

•  35-36 

31-32  • 

■  25-26 

.  24-25  : 

21-22 

Fleece  scoured  basis 

:  63-65 

57-60 

53-55 

42-45  : 

40-42  : 

35-33 

Territory    11  " 

65-68 

60-62 

55-57  . 

43-47 

42-45  : 

.  35-40 

Compiled  from  Weekly  Market  Hew s Reports  of  the  Boston  Office  of  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 
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_ rices:  Foreign 


London  wool  .sales 


The  first  series  of  London- wool  sales  for  1931  closed  on  February  6, 
about  five  days  earlier  than  the  originally  annoxmcad  closing  date.  Prices 
at  the  close  of  the  sales  were  considerably  higher  than  the  opening  levels 
and  were  only  5  to  10  per  cent  below  the  closing  prices  of  the  December  series, 
The  last  two  days  of  the  sale  brought  out  the  heaviest  offerings  of  the 
series  since  may  parcels  were  'offered  which  had  been  withdrawn  during  the 
first  week  of  the  sales.     The  recovery  in  values  during  the  series  was  so 
rapid  and  so  extensive  that  many  owners  feared  the  rise  had  been  overdone 
and  decided  to  sell  wools  which  they  had  previously  withdrawn. 

The  apparent  large  drop  in  prices  at  the  opening  of  the  January  sales, 
compared  with  December  closing  prices  was  quite  in  line  with  developments 
in  the  primary  markets  in  the  intervening  period.    Hot  'only  had  prices 
declined  in  primary  centers,  but  the  great  depreciation  in  the  currency  of 
Australia  and  the  resulting  cheapening  of  wool  imported  from  that  country 
was  also  a  factor  in  -the  decline  in  prices  at  the  London  sales.     The  level 
of  prices  at  London  was  fixed  to  some  extent  by  the  prices  accepted  for 
wools  sent  from  Australia  for  the  purpose  of -obtaining  sterling  at  London. 


There  wore  approximately  171,500  bales  available  for  the  scries  and 


110,992  bales  wore  catalogued.     Sales  to  the 


bales  and  38^000  bales  wore  taken  by  the  Continent.     The  total  of  97,500 


bales  taken  during  this  series  compares  with 


series  of  1930' and  94,000  bales  sold. at  the  January  -  February  series  in  1931 


United  Kingdom:    Prices  at  the  London 
of  official  standards  of  the  Unite 
(scoured  basis.)  specified  date 


English  trade  reached  59,500 


110,500  sold  during  the  las- 


wool  sales,  reported  on  basis 
States  for  grades  of  wool 


United    •  j 
States 
grade  s 

1930 

:  1931 

1st. series 

6th.  scries 

1st.  series 

Open  : 

Close 

Open 

Close 

Open  : 

Close 

Jan.  21  : 

Feb.  6 

i'JOv.  25 

Doc.  13 

Jan*.  20 

Feb.  5 

Conts 

Cents 

Cents 

*j  OiT  u  S 

Cents 

Cents 

70s  . ......  • 

:    49.7    '  : 

52.7 

42.6 

-.40.6 

:  31.4 

35.5 

64s  ....... 

'46.7  : 

49 . 7 

38.5  : 

•36.5  ' 

:  28.4 

33.4 

60s   

.    43.6    '  : 

43.6  ■ 

34.5  : 

:33.4 

25.3 

29.4 

58s  .  

:    40.6    "  ; 

41.6  : 

22.4 

■23.4  : 

.    .  24.3 

25.3 

56s  :  

■'    36.5    '  i 

36.5 

.     25.3  .  ; 

•23.3 

20.3 

.21.3 

50s   

:     31.4    :  : 

30.4  : 

2Q.3 

.  .19.3 

17.2 

17.2 

48s  ......  . 

;  29.4 

23.4 

17.7 

.  17.2 

:      15.2  • 

17.2 

46s   

:     28.4  • 

•  27.4 

17.2 

:  17.2 

:  14.7 

16.2 

44s   

s     27.9    :  . 

27.4 

.     17.2  • 

16.2 

:  14.2 

15.2 

40s   

•     r>7  Q  • 

.     26.4  : 

15.2 

16.2 

:      13.2  . 

14.2 

36s   

.  27.9 

26.4  i 

J.O.  ft 

15.2  « 

13.2  : 

14.2 

Compiled  from  reports  of  B»  A.  Foley, 'American  Agricultural  Attache  at  London, 
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Bettor  t on c  in  Br adf  o rd  ma  r  k  o  t 

Sollors  of  top3  end  yarn  in  Bradford  have  recently  raised  their 
quotations  slightly,  especially  on  merino  qualities.     This  forcing  upward 
of  prices  has  Leon  "based  on  the.  keen  competition  and  hardening  tendency  in 
the  primary  markets  and  as  yet  there  has  "been  little  responsive  "buying  hy 
English  spinners  and  clothmakcrs.     The -English,  trade  was  particularly 
active  at  the  last  scries  of  wool  sales  at  London.      At  the  present  time, 
users  of  top3  and  yarn  appear  to  have  their  requirements  well  covered  hut 
the  tone  of  the  market  has  "been  somewhat  hotter  during  the  past  few  weeks. 


T/ool,  tops  and  yarn:     Price  per  pound  at  Bradford  on  specified 

dates,  1930-31 


64s  1/ 

;         50s  1/ 

Date 

•  Worsted 

;  Scoured 

;  'Jorsted 

;  Scoured 

•  yarn 

:   '  yarn 

'  Tops 

Tops 

wool 

:  2-43 s 

wool 

:  2-32s 

Cents 

;  Cents 

Cents 

:  Cents 

:  Cents 

;  Cents 

1930- 

Jan. 25 

49.7 

:  '59.8 

:  '  91.2 

:  29.4 

:  38.5 

:  60.8 

Feb . 25 : 

48.7 

:  58.8 

:        91.2  • 

29.4 

:  36.5 

:  57.8 

Mar. 25 

46.6 

:  54.7 

:  87.2 

:  26.4 

;  34.5 

:  56.8 

Apr . 25 

.47.7 

:  57.8 

:  89.2 

27.4 

:  35.5 

:  56.8 

Hay  24:      52.7  ; 

;  60.8 

:  92.3 

:  30.4 

:  37.5 

:  58.8 

June 25 : 

50.7 

:  57.8 

;        91.2  . 

29.4 

:  36.5 

;  56.8 

July25:  48.7 

:  56.8 

:        89.2  : 

28.4 

:  34.5 

:  55.8 

Aug. 25 ' 

48.7 

:  56.8 

89.2 

27.4 

34.5 

54.7 

Sept26; 

46.6 

;  54.7 

:        85.2  : 

OA  ^ 

:  32.4 

:  53.7 

'    Oct. 25:      45.6  . 

50.7  . 

83.1  . 

Pi*  ^ 

:  29.4 

48.7 

lTov.26: 

40.6  : 

50.7 

31.1  ; 

19.3  : 

27.4 

47.7 

Dec. 24:  38.5 

46.6  . 

73.0  : 

18.2  : 

26.4  : 

46.6 

1931-  : 

Jan. 26:      30.4  : 

2.6 

73.0  : 

16.7  : 

24.3  : 

44.6 

Feh.25:  36.5 

46.6  . 

75.0  ; 

19.3  : 

26.4  : 

46.6 

1 

Compiled  from  cahled  reports  from  E.  A.  Foley,  Agricultural  Attache  at 
London. 


1/    Official  standards  of  the  United  States  for  wool  and  wool  tops. 
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Pricos  harden  in  primary  markets 


The  primary  markets  developed  a  decidedly  more  favorable  tone  during 
the  last  week  of  January  and  first  part  of  February  and  this  improvement 
continued  through  the  month.    Competition  was  strong  and  prices  of  all 
grades  of  wool  showed  some  advance  over  the  low  levels  reached  during  the 
first  week  of  the  London  wool  sales. 

Australia 

The  sixth  series  of  sales  for  1950-31  at  Sydney  opened  on  January  27 
and  will  continue  until  March  5.     The  selection  offered  at  the  opening  was 
a  good  one  and  competition  was  keen.     Japan  and  the  Continent  were  the  chief 
operators  out  Yorkshire  buyers  were  also  active.    Prices  were  somewhat 
lower  than  at  the  close  of  the  previous  series  on  January  15,  the  declines, 
figured  on  a  clean  basis,  delivered  Bradford,  ranging  from  4  to  5  cents  a 
pound  on  most  grades.     Conditions  improved  slightly  during  the  week,  however, 
and  when  the  second  week  of  sales  opened  on  February  2,  prices  were  strong  and 
competition  active*    France  bought  heavily  at  prices  7%-  per  cent  above  the 
closing  rates  and  prices  on  practically  all  grades  returned  during  the 
second  week  to  the  level  quoted  at  the  close  of  the  January  series.  The 
second  week  closed  with,  opening  prices  fully  maintained.     Sales  were  heavy 
to  continental  buyers  and  to  Japan.     The  impr ovement  continued  during  the 
third  and  fourth  week  of  the  sales  with  prices  firm  and  tending  in  the  sellers 
favor,    Jape,n  dominated  the  situation  generally  and  American  buyers  operated 
more  freely  than  had  been  the  case  previously.    At  the  close  of  the  fourth 
week  price  changes,  if  any,  were  in  the  sellers  favor. 

Sales  were  held  at  Melbourne  January  27—29  and  February  9  and  16-19. 
The  January  sales  brought  good  competition  at  the  rates  then  current  and 
although  Japan  was  less  active  than  at  tho  previous  sales,  continental 
buyers  operated  freely.     On  February  9  prices'  for  fleeces  showed  an  advance 
of  5—7%-  per  cent  above  tho  January'  close  while  comeback  and  crossbred 
prices  were  10  per  cent  higher.     Japan  and  France  bought  freely.  From 
February  16-19  the  market  was  firm  and  active.    At  the  opening,  prices  of 
spinnoVs  wools  were  at  par  to  5  per  cent  higher  while  other  prices  regained 
fir.;,  and  unchanged,    Americans  bought   paite  heavily  but  Japan  dominated  the 
market.     The  weeks  sales  closed  with  prices  par  to  5  per  cent  above  the 
opening  rates  for  tny  week 

Sales  were  also  held  in  Australia  during  February  at  Albury,  Adelaide, 
Gee long  and  Perth,    Conditions  at  these  sales  wore  similar  to  those  at 
Sydney  and  Melbourne  and  prices  were  on  the  same  level  as  those  for  si:::ilar 
wools  at  Sydney  and  Melbourne, 

ITow  Zealand 

Prices  at  the  wool  sales  in  Hew  Zealand  showed  a  firm  upward  tendency 
from  the  latter  part  of  January  through  the  first  half  of  February,  Attend- 
ance was  large  at  all  sales  and  competition  was  keen.     Offerings  in  prac- 
tically all  centers  remained  well  below  the  original  plan  and  excellent 
clearances  were  reported  in  most  instances.     The  largest  sales  offering  so 
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far  this  season  was  available  at  Ch.ristch.urch  on  January  26  when  29,800 
hales  were  offered  and  26,500  sold.    It  was.  this  'said  which  marked  the 
"beginning  of  the  present  upward  swing  in  prices  following  declines  at  the 
Wanganui  sale  on  January  20.    The  third  Wellington- sale  of  the  season  was 
held  on  February  13,     Only  15,000  hales  were  offered  and  practically  the 
entire  catalogue  was  sold.     The  market  was  somewhat  irregular  but  in 
general  prices  wore  above  the  January  prices.    Competition  from  continental 
countries  was  strong  but  Bradford  was  quiet.     Sales  of  skirting  lombs  wool 
were  made  to  the  United  States  while  Japan  purchased  the  best  crossbreds. 

Sales  in  the  Hawkes  Bay  selling  center  have  been  entirely  disrupted 
by  the  grave  damage  caused  by  the. recent  earthquake  and  the  remaining  sales 
for  the  year  have  boon  canceled.    The  bulk  of  the 'wools 'that  were  in  storage 
at  Napier  have  been  shipped  directly  to  London  although  a  small  percentage 
of  them  are  going  to  Wellington, 

The  next  New  Zoaland  sale  to  follow  the  Wellington  sale  of  February 
13  will  be  held  at  Christchurch  on  March  3.     The  Dunedin  and  Invercargill 
auctions  will  follow  on  March  9  .and  March  11  as  previously  arranged.  There 
will  then  be  a.  sale  at;  Wellington  on  March  20  and  one  at  Wanganui  on 
March  23.    The  final  round  of  sales  will  be  held  on  the  dates  originally  set. 

Continental  Europe 

Prices  of  wool  and  semi-manufactures  showed  some  improvement  in 
February  in  both  France  and  Germany,  following  the  firmer  tendency  in 
overseas  markets  and  this  has  had  a  favorable  influence  on  yarn  and  fabric 
sales.     The  quotation  for  Australian  merino  tops,  64s  warp,  on  February  12 
was  54,8  cents  per  pound  compared  with  52,7  cents  per  pound  on  January  15. 
Crossbred  56s  tops  also  advanced    2  cents  per  pound  duting  the  month,  while 
Argentine  crossbred  tops  remained  at  38.5  cents  per  pound.     Prices  for 
merino  noils  in  France  incrc.sod  about  2  cents  a  pound  from  January  15  to 
February  12  but  crossbred  noils  declined  2  cents  per  pound.     Yarn  prices 
also  declined  slightly  and  on  February  12  merino  yarns  were,  79.5  cents  per 
pound  while  cheviot  yarns  were  51.1  cents  per  pound. 

The  price  of  Gorman  A/AA  scoured  wool  on  February  1  and  February  15 
was  51.9  cents  per  pound    bowing  no  change  from  January  15,  Capo  wool  in 
Germany  on  February  1  and  15  was  37.5  cents  per  pound.     Prices  of  tops  in 
Germany  declined  2  cents  per  pound  from  January  15  to  February  1  but  on 
February  15  had  regained  one  half  of  this  decline.     Quotations  on  February 
15  wore  51.7  cents  per  pound  for  Australian  A/AA  top,  commercial  fleeces 
and  27.4  cents  per  pound  for  Buenos  Aired  tope,  medium  quality. 
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Tops,  noils  and  yarn:     Price  per  pound  in.  Franco,  specified 

•  dates,  19-29-1931 


1929-30 


1930-31 


J.  0CI,1 

:  D,oc.  5 

:  -Jan.  2 

Feb .  1 : 

Doc. 18 

C  ont  s 

: Jan. 15  ■ 

F^b.12 

Cents 

G ant s  . 

Gonta  ' 

"  Cents  ' 

Tops,  Australian  - 

Merino  64s  r/arp  .   .   .   .   . ' 

:"  77.0 

.  73.0 

62.9  : 

59,8 

:  52.7 

.  54.8- 

Crossbreds  56s  ..... 

:  61.8 

58.8 

50.7  : 

46 , 1 

:     -0 . 6  ; 

/to  /* 

42 .  6 

Tops,  Argentine  - 

Crossbreds  56s     .   .   .   .  . 

:  57.8 

48.7  : 

43.8 

:  38.5 

38.5 

toils  - 

:  69.3 

62.2 

56.9 

on  rj 

:  28.8 

,  30.2 

Australian  crossbred  .  . 

t  48.0 

43.5 

39.1 

.  20.4 

:  20.0 

:  17.8 

C,  n  tv"> 

w~-JJ^       ..«....  «*« 

:     74.6  . 

67.5 

:     56.9  . 

33.7 

:  33.1 

35.5 

Yarn  - 

Morino  .  . 

:  105.2 

104.4 

.     93c7  ! 

82.4 

:  80.4 

79.5 

;  82.6 

80.9 

.     68.4  ' 

.  55.8 

:  51.9 

:  51.1 

Compiled  from  reports  of  L.  V.  Steere,  American  Agricultural 
Berlin. 


ttache  at 


■  Trade  and  Consumption,  Domestic 
Receipts  at  Boston  decline 


Receipts  of  domestic  wool  at  Boston  during  January  1931  amounted 
to  3,800,000  pounds  compared  with  7,574,000  pounds  in  December  and 
6,560,000  pounds  in  January  1930.    Domostic    r:'-  rals  are  nov;  at  a  lo-v  level 
and  relatively  small  receipts  are  oxpocioei.  until  tiiG  nov/  clip  wool  reaches 
this  center  in  appreciable  amounts .     The  soaucnaj  increase  generally  begins 
in  May  and  the  bulk  of  receipts  reach  this  e enter  from  May  to  August 
inclusive.    Receipts  of  domestic  wool  at  Boston  in  193C  v/ere  higher  than 
those  of  any  previous  year. 
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Wool,  domestic:    Receipts  at  Boston,  "by  months,  1927-1930 


Month 


Jan. , 
Feb. , 
Liar. , 
Apr. , 
May. , 
June . 
July. 
Aug. , 
Sept. 
Oct. , 
Nov. . 
Dec. 


Total 
Jan.  1- 
Dec.  31 


1927 


1,000  pounds 


6 
6 
8 
9 
17 
46 
55 
29 
10 
9 
8 


,081 
,577 
,600 

,938 

,106 

,877 

,891 

,799 

,032. 

,972 

.794 


218,189 


1928 

1929  . 

1930 

D00  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

— . —  . 

8,044 

__  — —  ■  ■  ■ 

4,532 

  ■    ■   ■ 

:  6,560 

6,399 

:        1,834  : 

5,012 

6,497 

:  5,738 

;  5,628 

8,138 

6,442 

;  8,501 

25,843 

16,108 

18,937 

50,083 

.  40,096 

.  54,729 

51,376 

53,652 

72,314 

25,802 

35,594 

,  47,826 

7,156 

18,376  ; 

4,094 

4,599 

6,931  ! 

10,494 

Q  j  3  33 

8,299  : 

4,576 

7,293 

9,344  ! 

7,574 

210,552 

206,946 

!  246,245 

1931  y 

1,000  pounds 


Boston  Co  Kir 

ll  Prelimir 
the  Bureau 

United  States  imoorts  are  still  low 


3,800 


iercial  Bulletin,  Annual  Textile  Review,  1927-1930. 

cry  figures  from  weekly  reports  of  the  Boston  fool  Office  of 
of  Agricultural  Economics. 


Imports  of  wool  into  the  ports  of  Boston,  Hew  York  and  Philadelphia 


cturir.A'  the  first  six  weeks  of  19«>1  ware  much  smaller 


he  imnorts  of 


the  same  poriod  of  1930  according  to  figuros  compiled  in  the  Boston  office 
of  the  Livestock,  Meats  and  Wool  Division.     Imports  of  combing  and  clothing 
wool  into  these  three  ports  from  January  1  to  February  14,  1931  were 
6,533,000  pounds  compared  with  11,082,000  pounds  during  the  same  period  of 
1930  while  10,162,000  pounds  of  carpet  wool  were  imported  compared  with 
24,582,000  pounds  in  1930.      Total  imports  of  wool  into  these  three  ports 
from  January  1  to  February  14  were  less  than  half  as  large  as  those  for 
the  sane  oeriod  of  1930. 
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V/ool:     Imports  into  the  United  Stetes,   specified  periods,  19.29-1931 


Y/ool 

i  19,29 

• 

1930 

\  1931 



: Jan.l-Dec.30 

:         Jan.    .  • 

Jan.l-Dec.30- 

Dec . 

:  Jan. 

: 1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

:  1,000  pounds: 

1,000  pounds 

: 1,000  pounds 

Combing 
Clo  tiling 

• 

;      83,710  : 
:  18,437 

7,701 
3,010 

;      54,363  : 
i      14,699  : 

2,  702 
147 

:  3,539 
:  320 

Total 

:  102,197 

:  10,711 

:      69,062  : 

2,849 

:  4,359 

Carpet 

:  175,007 

:  15,612 

:      93,198  : 

8,006 

:  9,355 

Total 
all  w 

oils    277,204  : 

:  26,323 

:     162,260  : 

10,855 

:  13,714 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  .bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 


United  States  consumption  remains low 


There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  consumption  of  combing  and  clothing 
wool  in  the  United  States  in  December  1930  as  compared  with  November  but  the 
decline  in  the  consumption  of  carpet  wool  was  more  than  enough  to  offset  this 
increase  and  total  consumption  of  wool  for  the  month  showed  a  further  decline. 
The  total  consumption  of  wool  in  the  United  States  in  1930  as  reported  by 
manufacturers  reporting  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census  was  377,790,000  pounds 
compared  with  516,113,000  pounds  in  1329,  a  decline  of  26.3  per  cent.  The 
consumption  of  combing  and  clothing  wool  reported  in  1930  was  292,928,000 
pounds  compared  with  360,011,300  pounds  in  1929,  a  decline  of  18.6  per  cent 
while  consumption  of  carpet  wool  was  84,862,000  pounds  in  1930  compared  .with 
156,102,000  in  1929,  a  decline  of  45.6  per  cent. 

The  increase  in  consumption  of  combing  and  clothing  wool  in  December 
as  compared  with  ITovombor  was  due  to  an  increase  of  more  than  2  million 
pounds  in  the  consumption  of  wools  grading  64s  or  finer,  all  wools  coarser  . 
than  64s  being  consumed  in  smaller  quantities.     The  total  quantity  of  wool 
entering  into  manufacture  as  reported  by  431  manufacturers  during  December 
1930,  reduced  to  a  grease  equivalent  was  30,007,004  pounds  as  compared  with 
31,256,986  pounds  reported  by  431  manufacturers  for  November  1930  and 
37,302,612  pounds  reported  by  461  manufacturers  for  December  19.29.     Of  the 
total  quantity  used  by  manufacturers  in  December,  67.3  per  cent  was  domestic 
wool  and  32. 2  per  cent  was  foreign  wool.    Combing  and  clothing  wool  formed 
83.4  per  cent  of  the  total  consumed  in  December  while  16.6  per  cent  was 
carpet  wool. 
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Woois    Consumption  in  the  United  States,  by  grades,  for  specified 

periods,  1929,  1930  lj 


Grades  (Official  standards      :  1929 

1930 

of  the  United  States)               :   Ton  1 

Jq  yi         "i  „  • 

Dpr.  31  : 

Wov.  • 

Dec . 

:     1,000  ; 

1,0Q0  : 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:     pounds  : 

pounds  : 

p  ound  s  : 

pounds  : 

pounds 

9,177: 

135,212  : 

9,035  : 

11,265 

4,582: 

54,725  : 

4,192  : 

3,900 

56s  :  65,895  : 

4,356: 

43,243  : 

3,725  : 

3,412 

4,109: 

39,733  : 

2,806  : 

2,366 

2,094: 

20,014  : 

1,069  : 

1,020 
—  —  - 

Total  combing  and  : 

24,318: 

2  9  2  j  0  ^38  * 

20,327  : 

21, 963 

9,081: 

84,362  : 

6,456  : 

4,367 

33,399: 

377,790  : 

27, 28  3  : 

26,330 

Compiled  from  data  in  the  "'.Tool  Consumption  Report; 

3"  issued  by  the  Burec 

„u 

of  the  Censiis. 

if  Those  are  the  totals  of  grease,  scoured,  and  pulled  wool  as  published  by 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census  and  have  not  teen  reduced  to  a  grease  "basis. 


Wool:     Consunption  in  the  United  States  "by  classes,  January 
December,  1929,  1930  l/ 


Year,  month 

Domestic  and 

foreign 

or  period 

: Domestic 

:  Foreign 

: C  orib ing  : 

Clothing 

:  Carpet 

:  Total 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:     1,000  : 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

.  pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds; 

pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

1930 

Jan. 

21,280 

:  17,410 

:  21,933  : 

5,558 

:  11,199 

:  38,  690 

Feb. 

18,738 

!  15,034 

:  20,104  : 

4,882 

:  8,786 

:  33,772 

Mar. 

17,695 

:  15,035 

:  19,036  : 

.4, 694 

:  9,000 

:  32,730 

Apr . 

.  16,938 

.  15,339 

:  17,970  : 

4,718 

;  9,588 

:  32,376 

May 

17,001 

:  11,356 

:  17,439  : 

4,806 

:  6,113 

:  28,558 

June 

.  19,370 

.  9,484 

:  19,152  : 

4,395  ' 

•  5,307 

:  28,854 

July 

;  21,359 

:  9,262 

:  21,389  : 

4,081 

•  5,151 

:  30,621 

Aug. 

21,372 

•  8,449 

:  21,157  : 

3,819 

•     4, 845 

:  29,821 

Sept. 

22,756 

:  10,456 

:  22,814  : 

4,292 

6,106 

:  33,212 

Oct. 

22,786 

.  13,058 

:  23,316  : 

4,584  . 

7,944 

:  35,844 

^ov. 

16,616  . 

:  10,667 

:  17,124  : 

3,703  : 

6,456 

:  27,283 

Dec. 

17,348 

,  8,482 

:  18,325  : 

3,638  : 

4,367 

:  26,330 

Total  Jan- 

-Dec.1930  : 

233,759  : 

144,031 

:239,759  : 

53,169  : 

84,862 

:377,790 

Total  Jan- 

•Dec.  1929  : 

283,622  : 

232,491 

: 285, 312  : 

74,699  : 

156,102 

:516,113 

Compiled  from  monthly  reports 
l/Those  are  totals  of  grease, 
Bureau  of  the  Census  and  have 


cf  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

scoured  and  pulled  wools,  as  published  by  the 
not  been  reduced  tea  grease  basis. 
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Foreign  wool__  stocks  at  Bojtoj^nall 


Stocks  of  foreign  wool  in  bonded  warehouses  at  Boston  on  January  31, 
1331  E  13,^,000  pounds  compared  wit.  11,535,000  pounds  on 

December  31  «d- 19.08 0,000  pounds  on^anuar y  3 1    ^  too!  and 

January  31  consisted  oi.  B.^5,000.  3l!  ^30  stocks  consisted  of 

6,813,000  pounds  oi  carpet  wool.    On  Janua.^   ox,      j  ^oim*s  of 

15,326,000  pounds  of  combing  and  clothing  wool  and  3,754,000  points 

carpet  wo^l.  ■  .... 

Machinery  activity  shows  further  Aeclings 

Machines  activity  in  fee  wool  industry:of  fee  United  States  showed 
f^therTecline*  lT  DecSber  with  all  branches  except  the  «*. 
Indies  secUons  working  less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  ™»  srngl    sh  ,t 
capacity.    Harrow  looms  and  carpet ^^^"fj  ^ 
2S? caScitf-d  Ine'lt"  Herc^r^erand  worsted  spindles 

til  <*  *n.Uli«  ^-X^TX^IT^  were 
464  million  in  Hcvanoer  and  589  million  hours  m  December  iy^. 
active  6.4  million  hours  in  December  1930  or  the  s:me  as  November  hut  much 
T»elow  the  8.9  million  hours  worked  in  December  iy.au. 

Wool  machinery  activity  in  the  United  States  during  Decemher 
1929  and  November  and  December  1930 


Wool  *•  Total  number  of  hours 
machinery      : machines  were  active 


Percentage  of  total  '-Percentage  of 
Machinery  active  at  :maximum  single* 
?some  time  during  the s shift  capacity 
month 


1929 


Dec . 


Cards  .  .  . 
Combs  .  .  . 
Spindles: 

Woolen  .  . 

Worsted  . 
Looms : 

Wide  \J 

Narrow  2/ 
Carpet  and 

rug. .  .  • 


1930 


ijov. 


Dec. 


1929  : 


1930 


1929  : 


1950 


Dec:  Kov.  :     Dec:  Dec  :  Nov.:DecJ 


1,000 
hours 

:     1,000  : 
:    hours  : 

1,000  : 
hours  : 

Per  : 

cent: 

Per 
c  ent__ 

894 
391 

:        651  : 
:        ^36  : 

614  : 
373  : 

64.7  : 

63.8  : 

• 

53.7 
5#.5 

239,479 
299,919 

: 226, 600 
-.237,416 

212,388  : 
.258,983  : 

61.9  : 
58.5  : 

53.7 
52.7 

6,266 
1,449 

:  4,757 
:  861 

:  5,158 
:  668 

,  51.3  : 
:  56.9  : 

42.2 
41.7 

:  1,163 

:  763 

614 

:  60.3  : 

46.3 

Per 
cent 

50.2 
57.3 

50.6 
52.1 

42.6 
31.6 


Per 
cent 


53.2 
71.5 

6JU2 
57.2 

54.3 
53.0 


Per  :?er 
c  ent : c  ent  I 

50.3:43.2 
65.4:67.4 

52.0:44.5 
52;1:51.6^ 

47.0:46.1* 
36.9:25.? 


55.1  :  38.0:28 


Idle  Wool  Machinery,  issued  monthly 


Compiled  from  the  Reports  of  Active  anc 
"by  the  Department  ox  Commerce. 

1/    Wider  than  50-inch  reed  space.        2/  50-inch  reel  space  or  less, 
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British.  tissue  exports  show  seasonal  increase 

Exports  of  woolen  and  worsted  tissues  from  the  United  Kingdom  in 
January  showed  some  seasonal  increase  over  the  December  exports  "but  were  far 
"below  the  January  exports  for  the  past  five  years.-    The  exports  of  woolen 
and  worsted  tissues  in  January  amounted  to  10,394,000  square  yards  compared 
with  7,524,000  square  yards  in  December  and  14,039,000  square  yards  in 
January  1930.    Exports  of  woolen  rags  and  of  carpets  and  rugs  were  also 
slightly  larger  in  January  1931  than  in  December  1930  "but  other  semi- 
manufactures, as  well  as  raw  wool  were  exported  in  smaller  quantities  during 
the  month. 

Imports  of  raw  wool  and  of  v/oolen  and  worsted  tissues  into  England 
showed  an  increase  in  January  compared  with  December  "but  imports  of  other 
wool  manufactures  declined. 


United  Kingdom!     Trade  in  wool  and  wool  manufactures  for 
stated  months  1930  and  1931 


Exoorts  and  imports 


Exports- 
Wool   :  pound 

Tops  :  " 

Yarns,  woolen                     :  " 

Yarns,  worsted  " 

Tissues,  wo'len  .   .   .   .  :  sq.yd. 

Tissues,  worsted  .   .   .   .:  "  " 

Flannels  and  delaines  .  :  "  " 

Carpets  and  rugs  .  .  .   . :  "  IT 

Noils  :  pound 

Waste  "  " 

V/oolen  rags                       :  " 

Imports-  : 

Wool  .  .  :  V 

Tops                                  :  11 

Waste  and  noils  .   .   .   .   :  " 

Yarns  :  " 

Tissues,  woolen  .   .   .   .   :  sq.yd. 

Tissues,  worsted  .  .   ,  "  " 

Carpets  and  rugs  .   .  .  "  " 

Woolen  rage  :  pound 


1930 


1931 


Jan 


Thousands 


Nov. 


Thousands 


Dec. 


Thousands 


3,100 

:      3, 600 

:  2,800 

2,500 

2,700 

:  2,500 

2,300 

2,300 

530 

532 

365 

389 

3,180  . 

3,259 

2,459 

2,001 

9,700 

5,245 

4,921 

6,717 

4,390  : 

3,025 

2,603 

3,677 

300  : 

:          256  • 

249  • 

242 

560  : 

293  . 

219  : 

290 

1,000 

}      1,200  ; 

1,000  : 

600 

1,000 

!       1,200  • 

700  • 

500 

3,470  • 

780  ' 

1,460 

1,680 

95,400 

.    40,200  : 

75, 100 

103,200 

100  ; 

200  : 

300 

100 

400  : 

200  . 

500  • 

100 

1,930  : 

1,527 

:      2,174  : 

1,631 

2,040 

2,170  : 

2,064  : 

2,263 

820  ; 

279 

432  ; 

538 

700 

694  : 

744  : 

5  74 

4,030 

;  3,360 

;      3,580  : 

2,240 

Jan. 


Thousands 


Compiled  from  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  unite&  Kingdom  end  cabled  report: 
from  Agricultural  Attache  Foley  at  London. 
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'.Tool:     Imports  into  Belgium,  Czechoslovakia,  France,  Germany,  Italy, 
Japan,  Poland,  United  Kingdom  and  United  States, 
stated  months  1929  and  1930 


•i  ( 

—  —  

,29 

 . 

_        -  11£30 

- 

Country  an*,  item  ; 
— _  ■   -  -  ■-  — 

Oct . 

:   1  fo  V  . 

'  Dec  . 

Oct . 

Nov . 

Dec . 

1,000 

:  1,000 

1,000 

.  1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

rounds 

:  T^our.ds 

pounr  s 

:  pounds 

pounds 

:  aounds 

Belgium  -  : 

7  ,049 

:  8,462 

:  14, 869 

:  4,744 

6,784 

1/ 

241 

:  571 

390 

518 

558 

1/ 

7  , 29  0 

:  8,333 

15,259 

5  ,062 

7  , 122 

1/ 

Czechosl  vakia  -  : 

1,649 

:  1,056 

2 , 191 

2,  652 

2  ,008 

2,207 

Franco,  raw  and  on  skins    : 

: 33, 718 

52,713 

;  30, 127 

35,368 

41,336 

Germany  -  : 

Foci,  merino,  greasy  and  : 

4,700 

:  8,271 

17,919 

13,364 

£  ,639 

23 , 822 

1 ,  209 

:      776  : 

1,073 

1,  6*.<d 

*1  >-<  *\ 
,  <-><->«-, 

.  1,538 

Fool,  crossbred,  greasy  : 

5.025 

7 

:  2,244 

3,791 

7 , 886 

3 ,006 

1,151 

V/ool,  crossbred,  scoured  .  .  .  * 

1,215 

801  : 

855 

614 

679 

1,034 

Total   1 

12, 149 

:  12, 092 

25,638 

"23,486 

14 , 707 1 

27,545 

Italy  -  : 

r?     rv  <->  r~\ 

^  , 

:  1,978  ; 

5,22&  . 

3,538  : 

2 , 280 

1/ 

Wool ,  washed   : 

1  254 

1.127  : 

1,049  : 

■  1,054 

1/ 

motal    •  ~: 

4,576 

:  3,210 

6,355  . 

4,567  : 

3 . 354 

1/ 
1/ 

Japan  -  : 

2,651 

•     —,-'«-  • 

8,567  : 

5,058  . 

6 , 550 . 

Poland.  -                                  .  : 

2,116 

.  2,125  : 

2,965  . 

2,489  : 

1,457. 

1,815 

United  Kingdom  -  : 

21 , 9S 7 

: 48, 724  . 

77,800  . 

29,200  . 

40 , 200 . 

75,1001 

United  States  -  : 

"'ool,  greasy  an^  rasbed 

14,214 

:  14, 089  : 

13 , 743 

5,468  : 

6,032 

7 , 5181 

Tool,  scoured    : 

5,041 

:  5,254  • 

6 . 494 

5,490  ' 

2,  501 

3,357.' 

Total    : 

19 , 255 

:1<  ,323  : 

20 , 23^ 

8,^58 

3 , 535 

10,855] 

Compiled  from  reports  cabled  by  th 
and  reports  from  the  Internatior 
1/  Not  renorted. 


c  Agricultural  Attaches  at  Berlin  and  Lonaon 
al  Institute  of  Agriculture  at  Rome. 
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£on t  i  nen  t  a 1  Eur op e 

Trade  in  the  wool  centers  of  Continental  Europe  continued  rather  quiet 
and  trade  opinion  was  quite  pessimistic  during  the  second  half  of  January. 
T.7ith  the  firmer  tone  in  the  overseas  markets  and  at  the  London  auctions  the 
early  part  of  February  a  real  improvement  in  business  "became  apparent  in 
the  continental  markets.    Business  in  tops  and  noils  has  recently  "been  quite 
active  and  the  firm  tendency  in  raw  and  semi-manufactured  products  has  favor- 
ably influenced  the  sale  of  yarn  and  fabrics,  resulting  in  improvements  in 
mill  activity.     General  opinion  in  trade  circles  indicates  a  confidence  in 
present  price  levels  hut  caution  will  continue  in  business  because  of  the 
general  economic  depression. 

Stocks  of  tops  in  commission  combing  establishments  of  Continental 
Europe  on  February  l.were  above  those  of  January  1  except  in  Belgium  and  with 
the  exception  of  Italy  were  above  stocks  held  on  February  1  last  year.  The 
increase  on- February  1  compared  with  January  1  was  mainly  in  stocks  of  merino 
tops  as  in  most  cases  the  stocks  of  crossbred''  tops  declined  during  the  month. 
Conditioning  houses  in  Bradford  reported  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  wool, 
tops  and  yarn  conditioned  in  January  while  France  reported  a  decrease. 

Wool,  tops  and  yarn:    Amovjit  passing  through  conditioning-  houses 
at  Bradford,  Roubaix,  Tourcoing  and  Verviers,  specified 
months,  1929-30  to  1930-31 


Location 

1929-30 

1930-31 

and 

class  : 

Nov.  ! 

Dec. 

:  Jan. 

:      Hov.  ' 

:  Dec. 

Jan. 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000  . 

;     1,000  ; 

1,000 

:  1,000 

pounds  • 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds  , 

poxinds 

pounds 

Bradford  -  ; 

\7ool  : 

553 

563 

;  630 

647. 

557 

369 

Tops  : 

3,763  • 

3 , 238 

:•  3,720 

!  3,394 

2,864 

:  3,462 

Yarn  : 

274 

236  . 

i  242 

:  130 

111 

104 

Roubaix    -  ; 

\7ool  ; 

276  • 

:         203  : 

265  : 

304  . 

;  236 

Tops  : 

5,765 

3,404 

4,226  : 

4,687 

:  3,922 

3,472 

Tarn  : 

1,453  : 

:  1,446 

:      1,543  : 

:  1,103 

!  1,321 

1  f  122 

Tourcoing  -  j 

Wool  ! 

2,700  : 

2,496 

2,690  : 

2,762  : 

2,198 

:  2,377 

Tops  ; 

8,571 

:  5,797 

:  6,347 

;  6,843 

5,461 

5,908 

Yarn  : 

2,015 

i       1,202  : 

2,196  . 

:  1,634 

1,594  • 

1,556 

Verviers  -  : 

\7ool  : 

2,886 

:  2,251 

*2  ^  3  9  9 

1,664  : 

1,453  : 

1,552 

Tops  : 

522 

:  203 

:          187  : 

505  . 

139  : 

174 

Yarn  ; 

769 

873 

:          747  : 

569  ! 

553  : 

419 

Compiled  from  cabled  reports  from  Agricultural  Attache  Steere  at  Berlin 
and  Consul  Edwards  at  Bradford. 
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Tops":     Stocks  held  "by  continental  commission  combing  establishments! 

specified  dates,  1929-30  to  1930-31 


Location  of  establish 

1929-30 

1930-51 

ment  and  description 

Dec .  1 

TPpn  1 

T)  r  1 

Jan  1 

a "F  wn nl 

\J  -L       ' '  \J  \J  _L. 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

!  1,000 

:  1,000 

1 ,  ooo 

►      T^OT  1      n  O 
»       JU  LU.1U,Q 

^  i  vi  r»  o 

'^ouue.s 

— ^     H  o 

Bel  £'i  im 

i   on  a 

•o  ,  Uoo  ! 

id,  o  rl 

Ci  ,  GO  f 

O  QQ1 
»      o , ool 

3,  966 

3,937 

:  3,829  : 

3,488 

3,  825 

5,375 

Total  

,  O  *JVJ 

h  91  7 

R  RR4  < 

U  ,  i_-  _L  Cj 

G-1*^  T*rn  'vnv 
w  .j  x  nictii.ty 

. . or ino  

4,747 

:  4,339 

4,885 

4,802 

6,440 

8,201 

Crossbred   

7  fi'AI 

/  ,  CJ*±J. 

^  7P1 

^  R4A 

Tot  al  • 

14,216 

11,378 

12,526 

10,523 

12,284 

13,556 

France  ' 

12,348 

13,470 

14,493 

13,726 

.16,131 

17,546 

Crossbred    : 

16,  ^.-13 

16,916 

16,828 

13 , 457 

14,793 

15,082 

Total    : 

28,761 

'50, 386 

31 , 321 

27 , 163 

50 , 924- 

32, 628 

Italy 

M.  rino   

785 

946  : 

1,054 

.761  ; 

891  : 

1,252 

Crossbred    : 

2,249  : 

2.114  « 

2,187  : 

1.894  : 

1 ,  845 

1,7  61 

Total   

3,034 

!  3,060 

3  ,241 

2 , 655 

.  2,736 

2,993 

Compiled  from  cabled  reports  from  .Agricultural  Attache  Steere  at  Berlin. 
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1  The  world  wool  suiroly  situation 

Smaller  apparent  supplies  of  wool  were  carried  over  into  the  second 
part  of  the  current  wool-  selling  season  in  the  five  principal  Southern 
Hemisphere  countries  than  during  the  two  preceding  seasons. 

On  January  1,  1931  the  apparent  supply  of  wool  available  for  disposal 
in  the  five  l/  principal  countries  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  was  approximately 
1,370', 000, 000  pounds  'or  2  per  cent  less  than  at  the  same^date  of  1929  or  1930. 
Although  production  in  those  countries  for  the  season  1930-31  was  approximately 
the  same  as  in  1929-30,  disposals  of  the  current  clip  in  Australia,  Argentina 
and  Uruguay  have  greatly  exceeded  disposals  for  the  same  period  of  1929-30, 
the  increase  in  four  countries,  excluding  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  amounting 
to  24  per  cent.     Including  exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa  which 
probably  includes  a  small  quantity  of  carry-over  wool,   the  increase  in 
disposals  w&e    about  10  per  cent  above  the  preceding  season. 

Exports  from  the  same  five  countries  up  to  January  1,  1931,  including 
the  carry-over  from  the  preceding  season,  reached  706,700,000  pounds  or 
15  per  cent  above  the  same  period  of  1929-30.     Shipments  from  Australia 
during  the  first  half  of  the  current  season  have  exceeded  those  for  the 
same  period  of  the  preceding  four  years  while  those  from  New  Zealand  exceed- 
ed the  same  period  of  the  preceding  four  seasons  with  the  exception  of 
1927-28. 

Production  in  fifteen  2/  countries  of  the  world  reporting  so  far  for 
1930  is  now  estimated  at  2,654,000,000  pounds,  an  increase  of  1.5  per  cent 
over  1929.    The  increase  is  due  principally  to  an  increase  in  the  United 
States  where  total  production  of  shorn  and. pulled  wool  for  1930  is  now 
estimated  at  398,000,000  pounds  compared  with  365,000,000  in  1929,  according 
to  the  revised  figures,  an  increase,  of  9  per  cent.    Wool  production  in  most 
of  the  important  Southern  Hemisphere  countries  was  less  in  1929  and  1930 
than  in  1928  with  further  slight  decreases  expected  in  the  present  year. 

United  Spates. 

Wool  production  in  the  United  States,  which  has  "been  increasing 
since  1922,  reached  the  high  level  of  336,000,000  pounds  of  shorn  wool  in 
1930  according  to  the  revised  estimate,  compared  with  311,000,000  pounds 
in  1929,  an  increase  of  8  per  cent,  according  to.  the  Division  of  Crop  and 
Livestock  Estimates  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.     The  upward 
revision  of  "both  the  1929  and  the  1930  figures  was  due  to  the  revisions 
in  the  estimates  of  the  number  of  sheep  in  some  States  and  to  an  additional 
allowance  for  wool  shorn  at  commercial  feeding  establishments-     The  average 
weight  per  fleece  in  1930  also  showed  an  increase  to  7.9  pounds  compared, 
with  7.6  pounds  in  1929. 

In  addition  to  the  shorn  wool,  61,900,000  pounds  of  pulled  wool 
was  produced  in  1930  compared  with  only  54,500,000  in  1929  raising  the 
total  production  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  to  398,000,000  pounds  in  1930  an 
increase  of  9  per  cent  over  1929. 

1/  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Argentina,  Uruguay,   the  Union  of  South  Africa. 
2/  These  countries  produce  in  the  neighborhood  of  four-fifths  of  the  world's 
supply,  exclusive  of  Russia  and  China. 
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The  htttriber  of  sheep  shorn  last  year  was  42,784,000  or  2,114,000 
above  1929.     1'he  number  of  sheep  and -"lambs  on  farms  on  January  1,  1931  is 
estimated  at  51,911,000  an  increase  of  2  per. cent  over  1930  pointing  to  a 
further  slight  increase  in  wool  production  this  year.     Sheep  numbers  have 
increased  from  36,000,000  in  1922  to  52,000,000  in  1931.     The  far  western 
States  where  about  three-fifths  of  the  wool  in  the  United  States  is  pro- 
duced showed  an  increase  in  sheep  numbers  of  .3.3  per  cent,  the  only  State 
showing  a  decrease  being  Colorado.     The  numbers  in  Wyoming  and  New  Mexico 
increased  10  per  cent,  while  the  number  in  Montana  and  California  increased 
3  and  2  per  cent  respectively.     Sheep  numbers  in  Texas,  the  greatest  wool 
producing  State  in  the  United  States,  increased  9  par  cent  to  6,050,000. 
Numbers  in  the  North  Central  States  where  wool  growing  is  important,  re- 
mained practically  stationary  for  the  group,  although  the  number  in  Ohio,  —  - 
the  most  important  wool  growing  State  of  that  section,-  decreased  4  per 
cent. 

The  average  value  per  head  of  sheep  and  lambs  on  farms  on  January 
1,  1931  is  estimatnc  at  $5.35  compared  with  the  revised  estimate  of  $8.92 
at  the  same  date  of  1930  while  the  total  value  of  sheep  and  lambs  on 
farms  on  January  1  this  year  was  only  $278,000,000  compared  with 
$451,000,000  at  the  same  date  of  1930. 

Australia 

There  was  an  increase  of  about  9  per  cent  in  sales  of  wool  at 
Sydney  during  the  first  half  of  the  1930-31  season  compared  with  last 
season.     The  number  of  bales  sold  reached  481,000  an  increase  of  38,000 
bales  over  the  same  period  of  1929-30.     The  actual  weight  sold  was 
approximately  150,000,000  pounds  up  to  January  1,  1931.  Notwithstanding 
the  increased  quantity  sold  the  amount  realized  for  the  first  half  of  the 
season,  i.e.  July  1  to  December  31,  was  only  $23,410,834  compared  with 
$31,909,353  for  the  first  half  of  the  1929-30  season  and  $61,309,359  the 
year  before.    The  average  price  of  all  wool  sold  was  16  cents  ^er  pound 
this  season  compared  with  23  cents  per  pound  last  season  and  35  cents  per 
pound  in  1928-29.     The  quantity  of  wool  remaining  in  store  in  Sydney  on 
January  1,  1931  was  only  467,000  bales  or  about  146,000,000  pounds  compared 
with  581,000  bales  or  178,000,000  pounds  at  the  beginning  of  1930. 

Exports  from  Sydney  by  countries  for  the  first  6  months  cf  the 
1930-31  season,  i.e.,  July  1  to  December  31,  show  that  192,000,000  pounds 
were  shipped  out,  an  increase  of  25  per  cent  above  the  corresponding  period  J 
of  1929-30.    The  most  important  countries  took  larger  quantities  than  last 
season.    Belgium  being  the  only  one  taking  a  reduced  amount.     Exports  to 
the  various  countries  increased  as  follows:    United  Kingdom  36  per  cent, 
France  10  per  cent,  Germany  28  per  cent  and  Japan  85  per  cent.  Exports 
to  the  United  States  from  Sydney  amounted  to  5,179,000  pounds,  an  increase 
of  94  per  cent. 

Receipts  into  store  at  all  Australian  selling  centers  for  the  first 
half  of  the  current  season  amounted  to  648,000,000  pounds,  a  decrease  of 
7  per  cent  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  a  year  earlier.  Disposals 
of  the  current  seasons  clip  so  far  have  exceeded  those  of  a  year  earlier  by  . 
17  per  cent  amounting  to  358,000,000  pounds  while  stocks  at  selling  centers | 
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on  January  1,  1931  totaled  only  290,000,000  pounds  or  25  per  cent  less  than 
at  the  same  date  a  year  earlier.    Total  exports  from  all  Australian  ports 
up  to  January  1,  1931  amounted  to .  455, 000, 000  pounds  an  increase  of  over 
30  per  cent  over  the  same  period  of  1929-30  according  to  unofficial  estimates. 

It  is  now  expected  that  the  total  amount  received  into  store  for  the 
season,  i.e.,  July  1,  1930  to,  June\  30,'  1931,  will  equal  2,390,000  bales 
instead  of  2,480,000  bales,  as '  originally  estimated  in  June.  'Last  season 
receipts  into  store  for  the  season  were,  2, 583, 000  compared  with  2  ,  690,000 
in  1928-29.     The  decrease  in  receipts  into  store  of  approximately  200,000 
bales  for  the  current  season  appears  to  be  due  in  some  part  to  a  larger 
proportion  being  shipped  directly  -  overseas  and  also  to  the.  fact  that  a  certain 
quantity  of  low  grade  wool  may  be  held  in  the  country. 

The  official  production  estimate  for  1930  still  stands  at  875,000,000 
pounds  which  is  a  decrease  compared  with  the  910,000,000  pounds  produced  in 
1929  and  the  record  clip  of  9o8, 000,000  pounds  produced  in  1928. 

Seasonal  conditions  are  at  present  very  satisfactory  throughout 
Australia.    However,  as  a  result  of  losses  of  sheep  during  1930  especially 
in  Now  South  Wales  where  over  half  the  Australian  wool  clip  is  grown  it 
soems  probable  that  there  will  be  a  still  further  slight  reduction  in  the 
Australian  clip  this  year.    Low  wool  prices  have  been  a  contributing  factor 
in  bringing  about  heavier  slaughter  of  both  sheep  and  lambs.     Sheep  slaughter 
for  export  from  Australia  in  1930  amounted  to  727,000  carcasses  compared 
with  only  353,000  carcasses  in  1929  while  lamb  slaughter  for  export  amounted 
to  2,221,000  carcasses  against  1,369,000  in  1929.    As  slaughter  for  export 
constitutes  in  the  neighborhood  of  18  per  cent  of  total  slaughter,  it  seems 
probable  that  about  16,000,000  sheep  and  lambs  were  slaughtered  for 
consumption  and  export  in  1930  compared  with  about  10,000,000  in  1929  and 
an  official  estimate  of  13,000,000  in  1927.     Slaughter  reached  as  high  a 
figure  as  15,000,000  in  the  years  1919  and  1922  and  as  high  as  16,000,000 
in  1910. 

Sheep  numbers  in  Australia  reached  record  proportions  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1930.    Of  the  total  number  of  105,000,000,  almost  half  or  50,740,000 
were  in  New  South  Wales.    While  the  number  in  that  State  was  large  at  the 
beginning  of  1950  it  was  below  the  54,630,000  reported  at  the  beginning  of 
1927.    Extremely  dry  weather  caused  losses  during  1930,  which  combined  with 
heavier  slaughter  points  to  fewer  numbers  at  the  beginning  of  1931  than  at 
the  same  period  of  1930. 

In  Queensland  sheep  numbered  20,324,000  at  the  beginning  of  1930 
compared  with  only  16,642,000  in  1928- when  they  had  been  greatly  reduced 
by  drought.    A  number  of  old  ewes,  between  2,000  and  3,000  were  sold  at 
6d  each  (about  9  cents  at  the  rate  of  exchange  in  January)  recently,  accord- 
ing to  the  Queenslander  of  January  8,  1931.     The  sheep  wore  old,  just  off 
the  shears,  and  the  owner  desired  to  get  rid  of  them  at  all  costs  to  avoid 
over-stocking.     Lambings  have  been  very  good  in  Queensland  for  the  past  two 
years,  so  that  some  parts  now  appear  to  be  over-stocked  although  these 
districts  usually  supply  other  parts  of  Queensland  which  are  not  breeding 
areas  and  which  rely  on  the  West  for  their  supplies  of  yoting  sheep. 
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New  Zealand 

From  the  "beginning  of  the  current  selling  season  to  December  31, 
114,417  "bales  or  approximately  39,000,000  pounds  of  wool  nave  "been  offered 
in  New  Zealand,  a  decrease  of  20  per  cent  compared  with  the  same  period  cf 
1929.    Sales  during  the  same  period  amounted  to  only  95,148  Dales  or 
32,000,000  pounds,  a  decrease  of  26  per  cent  compared  with  the  corresponding 
period  last  season.    The  fairly  heavy  exports  during  the  first  six  months 
of  the  current  season  of  52,000,000  pounds  compared  with  only  45,000,000 
in  the  same  period  of  1929  reduced  the  heavy  carry-over  considerably  "but 
the  amount  of  wool  still  available  for  sale  in  New  Zealand  during  the  last 
half  of  the  season  is  estimated  to  "be  about  18  per  cent  greater  than  at 
the  same  time  a  y^ar  ago. 

A  peak  in  wool  production  was  reached  in  1929  in  New  Zealand  and 
there  was  a  decrease  in  last  years  clip  of  2  per  cent  to  237,000,000  pounds 
and  a  still  further  reduction  appears  likely  in  1931.    Figures  on  lambing 
returns  which  have  recently  become  available  show  that  the  estimated  number 
of  lambs  "born  mostly  during  the  last  few  nfbnths  of  1930  showed  a  slight 
decrease  for  the  first  time  since  1925,  despite  the  increase  in  the  number 
of  "breeding  ewes  which  were  estimated  at  17,564,000  or  6  per  cent  above  1929. 
Owing  to  somewhat  adverse  weather  conditions  during  the  lambing  season  the 
average  percentage  of  lam"bs."born  to  ewes  mated  was  only  83.77  compared  with 
88.65  in  1929  and  an  average  of  85.23  for  the  preceding  five  years. 

The  total  number  of  sheep  on  hand  in  -^pril  1930  were  30,841,000,  an 
increase  of  5  per  cent  compared. -r'ith  1929.  .However,  since  that  date 
slaughter  for  export  which  constitutes  about  85  per  cant  of  the  total, 
has  "been  greatly  in  excess  of  last  season's.    The  combination  of  fewer 
lambs  born,  an  increase  of  33  per  cent  in  lamb  slaughter  for  export  and 
an  increase  of  56  per  cent  in  sheep  slaughter,  points  to  a  decrease  in 
sheep  numbers  as  of  April  30,  1931,  and  a  consequent  further  decrease  in 
wool  production  in  1931.    On  the  other  hand,  owing  to  low  wool  prices  and 
a  policy  of  with- holding  wool  from  sale  for  higher  prices  it  is  already 
unofficially  estimated  that  approximately  68,000,000  pounds  will  be  carried 
over  into  the  1931-32  season. 

The  need  for  a  reduction  in  freight  rates  on  wool  exported  from  New 
Zealand  is  the  subject  of  a  recent  article  in  the  New  Zealand  Farmer  Stock 
and  Station  Journal  written  in  justification  of  the  contention  of  wool 
growers  that  freight  rates  on  wool  are  too  high  compared  with  those  rn 
other  commodities. 
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Wool:    Estimated  production,   in  the  grease,  in  specified 
"  countries ,  average  1909-1913,  annual  1925-1930 


: Aver age 


Country 

:  1909- 

:  1925 

.  .  1926  . 

:  1927 

:  1928 

:  1929 

!prelimi~ 

:1913  l/ 

:  nary 

.Million 

{Million 

[Million 

:Million 

{Million 

{Million 

[Million 

SOUTHERN  HEM I SPHERE 

: pounds 

ipounds 

bounds 

: pounds 

[pounds 

[pounds 

[pounds 

* 

•  « 

:  727.7 

!  -833.7 

:  924.4 

:  888.1 

:  968.2 

:  910.0 

[2/875.0 

:  179.9 

5  200.2 

:  202.4 

:  239.0 

:  239.0 

:  242.0 

[4/237.0 

:  319.0 

:  363,0 

:  344.0 

:  352.0 

!  324.0 

[6/333.0 

:  133.1 

S  116.0 

!  129.0 

:  131.0 

!  139.0 

:  2/150.0 

:  2/ 154.0 ' 

Union  of  S.  Africa 

• 

§/7/"..  

:  157.7 

:  235.1 

!  249.2 

:  273.0 

:  283.0 

!  307.0 

:    337 . 0 

Total  S.Hemis.coun. 

pre-war  to  1930  ... 

s  1,530.7: 

1,704.0. 

,  1,868.0 

:1,8S5.1 

;1,981.2 

:l, 933.0 

[1,936.0 

NORTHERN  HEM I SPHERE 
United  States- 


Total  15  N.  and  S.  : 
Hemis.  coun.rept.  ; 
all  periods  . .  :  2,186. 


2,343.8 


272.2: 

245.6. 

251.0 

:  281.9 

:  303.7 

:  310.6 

:  336.0 

41.4: 

46.8" 

49.6 

!  50.1 

;  51.9 

:  54.5 

\Zj  61.9 

313.6 

292.4: 

310.6 

:  332.0 

i  355.6 

:  365.1 

:    397 . 9 

13-2 

15.6. 

18.0 

:  18.7 

19.6 

:  20.3 

:  21.0 

United  Kingdom  9/  . . : 

136.0, 

109.9: 

114.6 

:  118.5 

,  119.7 

.  117.9 

117.9 

74.8: 

45.0! 

46.5 

:  47.6. 

47.2. 

10/47.0. 

78.0: 

90.8: 

98.7 

88.2' 

80.0 

73.0 

:  75.0 

43.9: 

50. 2: 

41.8 

:  35.9. 

33.6: 

31.9. 

10/30.6 

5.2: 

5.9: 

6.2 

:  6.2. 

5.4 

:  5.2: 

5.4 

16.8 

13.2: 

13.2 

:  11.8 

11.5 

.lKlO.O). 

13.0 

45.6: 

54.9 

53.1 

:  55.7 

53.1. 

52.5. 

10/50.9 

1.4: 

2.2: 

2.1 

;  2.1. 

:  2.0 

:  1.5 

10/  1.5 

2.4: 

4.7: 

5.7 

:  2.8 

3.2; 

3.8: 

10/  4.3 

Total  10  N. Hemis.  : 

coun. reporting  all  : 

656.1: 

639.8: 

664.0 

:  671.9: 

683.7: 

681.2: 

717.5 

2.532.0 


2, 537.0 


2,664.9 


2,614.2 


1930 


2,653.5 


;s  wool  shorn  in  the  spring 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  Incluc 
in  the  Northern  Hemisphere  and  that  shorn  in  the  last  few  months  of  the  same 
calendar  year  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.     Includes  small  quantities  of  pulled 
wool  in  certain  countries.    Eor  Table  showing  all  countries  up  to  1929  see 
World  Wool  Situation,  March  28,  1930  and  for  complete  references  to  sources 
see  World  Wool  Prospects,  January  3,  1931. 

1/  Average  for  5  years  whenever  available,  otherwise  for  any  year  or  years 
within  this  period  for  which  estimates  are  available. 

2/  Estimate  furnished  by  cable  from  the  International  Institute  cf  Agriculture. 
3/  Estimates  of  Dalgety  and  Company. 

4/  Estimate  of  total  production  based  on  an  estimated  decrease  of  2  per 
cent  in  wool  shorn  on  farms  only,  as  furnished  by  the  International 
Institute  of  Agriculture.     In  addition  to  the  wool  shorn  on  farms  there 
is  the  wool  pulled  from  slaughtered  sheep  to  be  considered  as  well  as  that 
exported  on  skins. 
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Wool:  •  Estimated  production  in  the  grease,  in  specified  • 

countries,  avsrage  1909-1813,  annual  1925-1930-continuei. 


5/    Estimates  "based  on  exports,  stocks  rnd  domestic  consumption. 

6/    Estimate  of  Buenos  Aires 'Branch-  of  the  First  Aational  Bank  of  Boston. 

7/    Includes ' some  wool  imported  from  neighboring  colonies. 

8/    Of ficial  estimate  recently  released  "by  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock 

Estimates.     ]  " 

9/    Estimates,  of  the  Yorkshire'  Observer.     These  fibres' hhVe' been' used 

instead  of  official  estimates  as  comparable  figures  are  available  up  to 

1930.  '  1  \  .  '  r 

10/    Estimate  based  on  sheep  numbers  at  the  date  nearest  shearing'  time. 
ll/    Interpolated.    The  figure  originally  reported  for  the  1929  season^  i.e. 
6,200,000  pounds'  appears  to  be  too  low  compared  with  the'  figure'  "reported  by 
Agricultural  Attache  Hodgman  for  1930,  i.e.,  13,000,000  pounds  as  sheep 
numbers  in  1930  are  officially  reported  at  7  per  cent  below  1929. 
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Wool:    Movement  in  primary  markets  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere, 
seasons  1929-30  and  1930-31  up  to  January  1 


Country 


Australia:  

New  Zealand  »  

Argentina-'  

Uruguay  .  .•  

Union  of  South  Africa- July  1-June  30 
■Total  production 
ahove  countries.. 


Item  and  period 


Production  l/ 
July  1  -  June  30 

.  tt  ■  ji 


Oct.  Sept.  30 

it  Ti 


Australia'  .  . 
New  Zealand 
Argentina  .. 


Uruguay 
Union  of  South, 
Africa  . . 
Total  recci-ots 


Australia  . . 
New  Zealand 
Argentina  . . 
Uruguay  . * . . 


Union  of  South  Afri 
Disposals,  4 
countrics 


Australia   

New  Zealand   

Argentina   

Uruguay   

Union  of  South 

Africa   

Total  exports  . . . 


Receipts  at  selling  centers. 

At  selling  centers, July  1  to 

Jan.  1  2j  

Offered  at  selling  centers, 

July  1  to  Jan.  7   

At  Central  Produce  Market  bj 

July  1  to  Jan.  1   

At  Montevideo , Oct. 1  to  Nov. 28. 
Offerings  at  the  Cape, 

Oct.   4.  -  Jan.  1  


Disposals  at-  pelllns  center; 


Sales  and  shipments , July  1- 

Jan.  1  2/  , .    

Sale*  at  selling  centers, 

July  1  *•  Jaru  7   

Sales  at  Central  Produce  Mar- 
ket 5/  July  i-Jan.  1   , 

Sales  at  Montevideo,  Oct.  1- 
Jan.  1   


Exports 
July  1-Jan.  1  . .. 
July  1-Jan.  1 
Oct.  1-Jan.  1  .... 
Oc  fc .  1-Jan.  1  . . . 


July  1-Jan.  5 


1929-30 


Million  Ids 


910.0 
242.0 
324.0 
150.0 
307.0 


1,935.0 


4/ 


306.7 
45.1 
33 . 3 
21.8 


404.9 


346.1 
45.3 
44.8 
15.9 

161 . 5 


613.6 


1930-31 


Million  Ids, 


875.0 
237.0 
333.0 
154.0 
337.0 


1,936.0 


595.6 

:3/ 

648.2 

49.2 

38.7 

49.2 

52.6 

41  ..4 

50.8 

137.0 

i-4/ 

101.7 

972.4 

:  882.0 

3/  358.2 
32.2 
67.6 
43.6 


501 . 6 


4.54.8 
51.7 
62.0 
19.2 

119.0 


706.7 


Continued 
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Wool :    Movement  in  primary  markets  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere, 
seasons  '1929-50  and  1930-31  to  January  1-^ontinued 


Country. 

.  ■          .Item  and  period  ! 

1929-30  : 

1930-31 

Union  of  S0uth 

Africa  . ,  

Stocks,  4  coun- 

Stocks  at  selling  centers 
At  selling  centers , January  1  2/ 
At  Central  Produce  Market  5/ 

.  Million 
•  pounds 
.6/  388.8 

19.9 
!            42 . 7 

!  40.0 

t  Million 
,  rcounds 
.377/  290.0 
39.2 

:  11.7 
:  23.8 

:  51.6 

491.4 

i  380.1 

Compiled  in  the  Division  pf ..  Statistical  and  Historical  Research.     In  this 
Table  the  object  is  to  give  comparable  data  for  all  countries  at  a  given  time 
or  for  a  given  period.    Later  figures  for  some  of  the  countries  appear  in 
the  text.     For  similar  data  for  the  season  1928-29  and  1929-30  see  Wool-34, 
pages  25  and  26,  February  7,  1931. 

Sources:    Australia,  Estimates  of  National  Council  of  Wool  Selling  Brokers, 
published  in  Country  Life  and  Stock  and  Station  Journal,  Jan.  16,  1931. 
Exports  -  Daily  Hews  Record,  February  26,  1931.    Argentina;    Receipts  and 
stocks  at  Central  Produce  Market  -  shipments  -  Review  of  the  River  Plate. 
Sales  (disposals),  Wool  Record  and  Textile  World,  January  1,  1931.    Uruguay » 
Receipts  -  Monthly  Review,  January  1931,  Bank  of  London  and  South  American, 
Ltd.     Shipments  -  Review  of  Pivor  Plate;  Sales  and  Stocks, ,  Wool  Record  and 
Textile  World,  January  1,  1931.    Hew  Zealand;  Offerings  and  sales,  Consul 
Bernard  G-otlieb,  Jan.  27,  1931.    Exports  -  Dalgety  and  co.  -  Daily  Hews 
Record,  Feb.  26}  1931.    Union  of  South  Africa;  Offerings,  shipments  -  cable 
from  Messrs.  Anselme  Dewavrim  Sons  &  Co.  to  Wool  Record  &  Textile  World. 
Stocks  -  official  -  World  Wool  Digest. 

1/     See  Wool  Production  Table  for  sources.    2/    Clip  of  season  designated 
only.     3/  Conversion  to  pounds  from  bales  made  by  using  average  weight 
furnished  by  the  Hational  council  of  Wool  Selling  Brokers.     4/  Offerings 
at  selling  centers  have  been  used  as  no  figures  for  receipts  are  available. 
5/     Season  for  this  market,  July  l~June  30  although  shearing  does  net  begin 
until  about  September  15.    During  recent  years  about  one- third  of  the 
Hational  Argentine  clip  has  been  disposed  of  at  this  market.  6/  In 
addition  1,296,000  pounds  of  previous  season's  wool  in  .store.    7/  In 
addition  3,111,200  pounds  of  previous  season's  wool  in  store. 
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Australia:   .Receipts  and  disposals  July  1  to  January  1 
seasons  1923-24  to  15  30-31.  and  stocks  on  hand  . 


January  1,  1923-24  to  1930-31 


■J 


Season 


1923-  24 

1924-  25' 

1925-  26- 

1926-  27 

1927-  28 

1928-  29 

1929-  30 

1930-  31 


Receipts  from 
^xLv  _i-Ja_n_._  1_ 
TTiTiion 
pounds 

457 .1 . 
572.6 
612.0 
707\6 
652.0 
752  .1 
,695.5 
648.2 


Disposals  July 
1  -  Jan.  1 
Million 
'  .  '  pounds 

268.0  ' 
283  •  5 

290.0 

•■  388.1 

384.6-  • 
387.3 
306.7 
358.2 


2/ 
3/ 
4/ 


Stocks 
Jan.  1" 
Million" 
_j)Ounds 

.189.1 
289  .1 
..  322.0 
319  .5 
267.4 
364  .8 
388.8 
290.0 


Estimates  of  Australian . Nation?  1  Council  of  Y/ool  Selling  Brokers,  Country 
Life  and  Stock  and  Station  Journal. 

1/  Clip  of  season  designated  only,  greasy  and  scoured  added. 
2/  In  addition,  922,944  pounds  still  in  store  from  preceding  season. 
3/  In  addition,  1,296,000  pounds  still  in  store  from  preceding  season. 
4/  In  addition  3,111,000  pounds  still  in  store  from  preceding  season. 

Argentina:    Receipts  and  stocks  of  wool  at  Central  Produce  Market, 
Buenos  Aires,  during  current  season  up  to  January  1 

with  comparisons.  1/ 


Season 

:  Receipts 

July  1.  to  Jan.  1  2/ 

:.  Stocks 

:             Jan.  1  3/ 

:          1,000  pounds 

1,000  pounds 

1922-23 

73,495.                      ..  . 

:  .         20,368  . 

1923-24 

57,020. 

:  1.6,360 

1924-25 

59,255.                        .  . 

25, 562 

1925-26 

:  59,994. 

20,904 

•  1926-27 

62,851  : 

15,260 

1927-28  • 

58,794  : 

■  12,624 

1928-29 

64 , 116  : 

18,926 

1929-30  ' 

49,218          .               '  : 

'    ■    '  19,857 

1930-31 

52,593.  : 

11,693 

...  . ^ew  of  the  River  Plate. 

1/  Season  for  this  market  reported  as  opening  on  July  1  although  shearing 
season  does  not  begin  until  about  September  15.    During  recent  years  about 
one-third  of  Argentine  clip  is  reported  to  have  be'on  disposed  of  at  this 
market .  '  . 

2/  From  July  1  to  date  nearest  end  of  month  for  which  weekly  report  is 
furnished . 

3/  °tocks  at  date  nearest  end.  of  month. 
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Union  of  South  Africa:     Stocks  of  merino  .and  crossbred  wools, 
in  terns  of  grease,  at  ports  on  January  1,  1929  to  1931 


Jan.  1 

Moriiio  ', 

Crossbred  ] 

Total 

Unsold  : 

Sold  :  Total  : 

Unsold  . 

Sold  : 

Total  : 

Unsold  :  Sold    : Total 

1929 
1930 
1931 

1,000 
.pounds  . 

,1,000  :1,000 
•pounds  : pounds 

1,000 
.pounds 

.1,000  ; 
.pounds . : 

1,000  : 
pounds  j 

1,000  . 

pounds : 

1,000     : 1,000 
p  ound  s  : p  ound s 

:  22,612 
:.  33,784 
:  46,604 

:     8,125:  30,737 
:  .  5,660: .39,444 
:  .  3,932:  50,536 

:  371 
:  428 
667 

:  214 
:  116 
:  349 

:    585  • 
i  544 
.1,016 

22,983 
.  34,212 
;  47,271 

• 
• 

:  8,339:31,322 
.  5,776:39,988 
4,281:51,552 

Compiled  from  Monthly  Bulletin  of  Union  Statistics. 


Australia:    Ihcports  of  -.70 ol  from  Sydney  by  countries,  July 
1  -  December  31,  1929  and  1930 


Julv  1  —  Dec.  31 
Country  :  ....  .  .*   


•       :         .  1S29      1/  : 

'    ■ •       1930  1/ 

:         .  1,000  pounds 

;       '    1,000  pounds 

.   :                 37,279  '; 

50,878 

.   :  39,722 

43,623 

.:                23,962  •: 

i            30,522  • 

.:                 22,845  •; 

19,585 

16,137  ': 

29,884 

:  7,541 

:  11,059 

. :                  2,669  :: 

:  5,179 

•                       I    q  o-o                     . . 
•     •  9 

.   :  152,076 

190,829 

.  :                     702  ' 

:  1,375. 

.    :  152,778 

:          192,204  ' 

Country  Life  and  Stock  and  Station  Journal,  Sydney  -  January  17,  1930  and 
January  16.,  1931. 

ij    Converted  to  pounds  from  bales  by  using  average  '-..•eight  of  greasy  and 
scoured  v/ool  for  period  July  1  -  December  31  as  estimated  by  the  national 
Association  of  "Tool  Selling  Brokers. 
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New  "ealand:     Lambing  returns  for  the  calendar  years  1921-1930 


:  Number  of 

Estimated 

- 

Year 

:  breeding 

:    average  pcr- 

:  Estimated 

Actual 

:  ewes 

:     centago  of 

number  of 

number  of 

:     7an.  31 

:        1 -orbing 

:  lambs 

lambs  tailed 

:  Number 

"  Per  cent 

Number 

Number 

1921   

:  12,147,788 

36 . 59 

:  10,518.780 

10,267  .910 

1922   

:  12,496,054 

36.77 

10,843,005 

10,895,521 

1923   

13,063,003 

88.02 

:  11,498,456 

11,13^,336 

1924   

:  13,076,094 

86.14 

11,258,030 

11,467,147 

192J5 

13,715,223  : 

82,43 

11,305,858 

11,435,780 

1926   

13,940,252  : 

84,57 

11,794,699  . 

12,069 ,681 

1927   

14,831,730  : 

86.76 

12,868,840 

13,178,972 

1928   

15,534,051 

86.09 

13,373,267 

13,855.958 

1929   

15,608,155  : 

80.65 

14,722.214 

14,887,599 

17,564,175  : 

'83.77  ; 

14,714,315 

fc*,  1925,  July  1926,  December 
1927,  December  24,  1928,  December  1929.    December  1930  pase'  8.      Heat  and 
Wool,  January  10,  1930,  page  65. 
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